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The software was tested in Windows 11 with a 12th Gen Intel(R) Core(TM) i5-1240P of 1.70 GHz,
8 GB of RAM DDR4 without a dedicated graphics card. Thank you for using the software.

SCIAN-Drop

For a droplet inmmersed in a given medium, the interfacial tension γ can be obtained from the equation:

γ =
∆ρgRo2

Bo

∆ρ is the mass density difference between the drop and the medium, g is the gravitational acceleration, Ro is the radius
of curvature at the drop apex and Bo is the Bond number [1]. For more information, see the SCIAN-Drop documentation
and source code in the repository [2]. Its implementation was done entirely in Python, using different libraries detailed
in the same site. Please, provide the required input paramaters and image in the order shown below to avoid mistakes.

1. Input Parameters

Figure 1: Example of first input data.

First, in the “Parameters” panel enter the image-independent parameters:

• droplet density, in [Kg/m3]

• medium density, in [Kg/m3]

• needle width/thickness, in gauge units

Once you entered de values, press the button Enter data. After visualizing
the message Entered data, you can proceed to the next section. For example,
under (approximately) normal conditions, a drop of water (density of 998
[Kg/m3]) in air (density 1.204 [Kg/m3]), hanging from a 30-gauge needle, should correspond to the parameter values shown
in Figure 1.

2. Input Image

Figure 2: Visualization after loading the
example binary image.

Next, select the image in the “Image” panel of the software. You can
select a binary image that has been segmented already, or rely on the
software basic segmentation functions. Check Binary image in the first
case. As example, a binary image of a droplet whose Bond number is 0.21
is available in the “bonds” folder. When loaded, it should appear as shown
in Figure 2.

Next, define bounding rectangles for the needle and the drop, by using
the respective buttons. The selection window should look like Figure 3a.
Using the mouse, choose the region of interest from one end of the rectangle
to the opposite end, and press Enter.

In order to calculate the droplet descriptors, the program fits a circle
onto the droplet contour. Two fitting methods are available for both binary
and non-binary images:

• The default method fits the larger circle which passes through the
apex and is contained in the droplet.

• The alternate method uses the Hough transform to fit the circle [3].
It has a higher computational load (but it does not necessarily yield
a better estimation).
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Once both areas are defined, the “Image” panel should look like Figure 3b. In case of any correction, you can press
Delete and make the selections again.

(a) Window for needle selection (bounding rectangle). (b) Display of the selections for the example binary image.

Figure 3: Window for selection and display of the image.

3. Output

Figure 4: Message indicating that
you can perform the calculations.

If the input sections were filled correctly, at the top of the “Results” panel, a
message will be displayed with the button Calculate enabled (Figure 4). Once you
press this button, you will get the measured droplet descriptor values:

• radius (Ro)

• Bond number (Bo)

• ratio Ds/De (σ)

• interfacial tension (γ)

• Worthington number (Wo)

• Neumann number (Ne)

• droplet volume (V)

For more information about you can visit the repository [2]. If you want perform a new calculation, press the button
New calculation. An example of the final result is shown in Figure 5.

Figure 5: Final results of the procedure for the example image.
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SCIAN-Force

The anisotropic component of the normal stress in a droplet is given by:

δσnn(q) = 2γ

(
H(q)− 1

R

)
H(q) represents the mean curvature at point q, γ denotes the interfacial tension of the droplet and R is its original
radius [4]. To use the software, fill in the input data in the order presented below to avoid mistakes. The visualization
of the stress is dynamic and interactive. Its implementation was done entirely in Python, using several libraries, which
are detailed in the repository [2].

1. Input Object

First, complete the section “Object” (see Figure 6a) which provides the input data for the surface droplet model, in
a 3D “object” file format. Here, you can choose the object to be processed by pressing the button Select object file.
Supported object formats for include .OFF and .OBJ. It is possible that the size of the object (voxel size) does not match
the real dimensions; therefore, you can modify this parameter through Voxel size. Here, you can input the actual size
that the voxel should have. The required format syntax is ‘width x height x depth’, which can also be seen as the
length in the x, y and z axes, respectively.

For example, a fluorescence microscope was used to obtain z-axis slices of a droplet (droplet.obj in the samples
folder), with a voxel size of 0.163 µm x 0.163 µm x 0.5 µm. With this, a 3D reconstruction was obtained, whose unit
of measurement is in voxels, saved in a file ‘droplet.obj’. With this in mind, if the scale of the drop does not match
the real one, the voxel size must be entered as a parameter and then the file must be selected. Verify that everything
has been loaded correctly by looking at the displayed the voxel size label under the button, in parentheses.

The value of the droplet interfacial tension γ is required to calculate the pressures. Therefore, you must type it in
the corresponding box, in [mN/m] units. The default value is 1. The result should appear as in Figure 6b.

(a) First look of the input fields and labels,
before editing.

(b) User edited parameters are displayed in
the labels below the input fields.

Figure 6: Filling the droplet object parameters in the “Object” panel.

2. Colorbar

In the “Colorbar” panel, you can set the maximum and minimum values in the input fields for the color scale to be
applied to the surface model. If any of the fields are empty, the corresponding (maximum or minimum) value from the
object’s stress will be used. Having a fixed scale can be useful for comparing two objects with different pressure values.
For example, if you set 1 y -1 as the maximum and minimum value respectively, the color bar should look as in Figure 7.

Figure 7: Color bar in a range of [-1, 1].

If the parameters in this section will be customized, you must
do it before using one of the methods in the next section.
If you enter a range that does not cover all of the possible
data values, the graph may be properly rendered. In general,
warm tones indicate positive forces, cool tones represent neg-
ative forces, and white represents force with magnitude 0 (or
close to it).
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3. Normal Stress and Surface Plots

After setting up the inputs, you must use some method from
“Plot” section to obtain the normal stresses of the object. For this, press any button of interest. Each method has
a different effectiveness and computational cost, Rusinkiewicz Method is recommended based on the algorithm of the
library trimesh2 in C++ [5]. Once selected, a window should open in your default browser, displaying the graph of the
object like the Figure 8. Depending on your computer, the window may show an error. This is normal, run the method
again.

Figure 8: 3D graphic window of the object.

4. Output Results

After plotting the surface and stress, the results of the average, maximum, minimum and the standard deviation of
the normal stresses, will appear in the “Results” panel, together with the drop volume and original radius, which
correspond to an ideal sphere of the same volume. Also, the results of the normal stresses at each surface vertex can be
exported to an Excel spreadsheet in .xlsx format, by pressing the button Save stresses, and selecting the location where
you want to save the data. For example, considering the same object as above, the results look like in the Figure 9.

(a) Results panel with the values of interest. (b) Spreadsheet data with the measurements for
each object vertex.

Figure 9: Final results of SCIAN-Force.
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